HUMAN PARTICIPANT APPROVAL
Any investigator proposing to initiate a project that involves the use of human participants must submit a consent form for approval to the Professional Seminar Leader. 

GENERIC CONSENT FORM
Cambridge College 

80 Prospect Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

Consent Form for (Title of the Research Project)

Introduction and Contact Information

You are asked to take part in a research project that ___________ (briefly state what is being studied). The researcher is________(name, title, department). Please read this form and feel free to ask questions. If you have further questions later ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________(name) will discuss them with you. His/her telephone number is________.

Statement of Research

This section should provide a general statement about the research and a brief introduction to the investigator (name, title, department, brief background and name and number of professional seminar leader). 

Description of the Project
This study ___________(state the purpose of the research). Participation in this study will take___________(state the duration of participation). If you decide to participate in this study, you will be asked to_____________(state or list specific study procedures). Please note that any incentives (financial or other) offered to participants should be included in the discussion of the research procedures.

Risks or Discomforts
Risks or discomforts may be physical, psychological, and/or social, etc. Because all research involves some element of risk, it is not acceptable to state that research has no risk. If you believe that the research risk is no greater than the risk ordinarily encountered in daily life, then it is appropriate to state that the research is of “minimal risk”. 

This section is an explanation of any risks or discomforts that might reasonably be expected to occur.

The primary risk associated with this study is the emergence of negative or distressful feelings in completing the research materials. You may wish to speak with_________(name of researcher) to discuss any distress or other issues related to study participation. 

Confidentiality and Anonymity

Your part in this research is confidential. That is, the information gathered for this project will not be published or presented in a way that would allow anyone to identify you. Information gathered for this project will be destroyed at the conclusion of the project. If for any reason materials needed to be kept they will be stored in a locked cabinet and only the researcher will have access. 

This study is designed to be anonymous. That is, the information collected will not include information that specifically identifies you such as your name or telephone number. After you return the research materials, there will be no way of linking your identity to the data collected. 

Please note that studies cannot be anonymous and confidential. Please make sure that you use the correct term to describe your study. 

Voluntary Participation

The decision whether or not to take part in this research study is voluntary. If you decide to take part in this study, you may terminate participation at any time without consequence. If you wish to terminate participation you should__________(state procedure for terminating participation such as directly telling or phoning the investigator). Whatever you decide will in no way_________(penalize you, affect your grade, status as a student, etc). 

Rights

You have the right to ask questions about this research before you sign this form and at any time during the study. You can reach__________(name and contact information of investigator). 

Signatures

I HAVE READ THE CONSENT FORM. MY QUESTIONS HAVE BEEN ANSWERED. MY SIGNATURE ON THIS FORM MEANS THAT I UNDERSTAND THE INFORMATION AND I CONSENT TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS STUDY. I ALSO CERTIFY THAT I AM 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER.

____________________________                          _____________________________

    (signature of Participant)



   (signature of researcher)

____________________________                          ______________________________

    (printed name of participant)


    printed name of researcher)

NOTE REGARDING SPECIAL POPULATIONS
Whenever subjects in a study may be vulnerable to injury, coercion or undue influence, the study must include additional safeguards to protect their rights and welfare. Special populations requiring additional safeguards are:

a. Children – under age 18

b. Persons with an intellectual or emotional impairment

c. Pregnant women and fetuses

d. Prisoners

e. Subjects who are illiterate or whose primary language is not English

f. Students or trainees

g. Employees or subordinates

h. Research conducted in non-campus settings – for example, international projects

The professional seminar leader will approve research involving children or other special populations if it falls within one of the following categories:

a. The research involves no more than minimal risk.

b. The research involves more than minimal risk but presents the prospect of direct benefit to individual subjects, which is sufficient to justify the risk.

c. The research involves more than minimal risk and presents no direct benefit to subjects but is likely to yield important generalizable knowledge about the topic under study.

d. The research presents a reasonable opportunity to understand, prevent, or alleviate a serious problem affecting the health and welfare of children. 

All research involving children or members of other “special populations” requires the signed consent of a parent or guardian. 

