Textbooks for Students — Used, Rent, Digital, or Fr  ee,

including warnings about rental!

Disclaimer: Cambridge College does not know if any of these sites are honest or legal. They
were selected from articles and blogs. Try them at your own risk.

Note: you do not need a special “ebook reader” or “Kindle” device. You can download ebooks
and audiobooks to your regular computer. If you are considering getting a dedicated ebook
reader device, see the Ebook Reader Blog for reviews and information: http://blog.the-ebook-
reader.com/2010/06/09/etextbooks-10-websites-for-digital-textbooks-academic-books/

For even more great tips and thorough advice see “Ho  w to Buy Cheap
Textbooks” at  http://www.wikihow.com/Buy-Cheap-College-Textbooks

For print disabled students only:  contact disabilitysupport@cambridgecollege.edu to speak to
the Disability Coordinator about free digital books.

Purchasing Used Textbooks

Make sure you have the correct title, author, publisher, year, and edition. To be sure, ask the
professor for the ISBN number, which is the barcode number on the book’s cover. Every new
edition will have a new barcode number.

Used textbooks may not be the most recent edition, but the older edition may not be
substantially different. Ask your professor if an older edition is acceptable. Warning: The page
numbers might not be the same. If the book has quizzes, problems, or questions, these may not
be the same. Try to compare with a newer edition owned by a classmate.

Many of these sites will also buy the book back, so make sure you keep it in the best condition
possible and do not write in it with pen, pencil, or markers.

Some sites offer free shipping.
Places to buy used textbooks:

* Try the local campus bookstores. Call before going there to make sure they have it

* www.bookfinder.com in one search, Bookfinder searches many used book sites and lets
you compare prices based on condition. A great site for bargains

» http://www.betterworldbooks.com/ this is a non-profit that benefits schools and libraries

*  http://www.campusbooks.com/

*  http://www.ecampus.com/

* http://bigwords.com/

e www.half.com

* Www.amazon.com

* www.Bookrenter.com




Rental of physical textbooks
Warning!

» Compare prices

* Read the “Terms and Conditions” — yes, the small print!

* Don't lose the book, you'll have to pay for both the book and the rental
* Return it on time. Late fees can be expensive

» Don’t write in, highlight, mark up, or damage the book

Helpful stuff to read before you rent or decide not to rent:

* 7 common textbook rental questions
http://www.debtfreescholar.com/2009/06/7-common-textbook-rental-questions/

» A comparison of two of the major companies, Chegg and Bookrenter
http://factoidz.com/renting-textbooks-reviews-of-chegg-and-bookrentercom/

* Visual guide to renting textbooks online
http://www.debtfreescholar.com/2009/08/the-visual-quide-to-renting-textbooks-online/

* What is it like to rent online? Read this story of one person’s experience
http://online.wsj.com/article/NA WSJ PUB:SB124045232885846381.html

* An August, 2010 article from the Christian Science Monitor about the increasing use of
textbook rentals
http://www.csmonitor.com/Money/new-economy/2010/0809/Textbook-rental-one-of-best-
ways-for-students-to-save-money

 Put “Textbook rentals” into the Youtube search for some videos on this
http://www.youtube.com/

Where to rent physical textbooks

Rent locally: Check with your local college bookstore or independent local bookstore, as many
offer rentals.

Rent online: If the links don’t work, just put the name of the company into the google search
box:

Barnes and Noble
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/textbooks/index.asp?r=1&cm_ mmc=Google- -Textbooks-




%20Rental%20-%20Exact- -Rental General- -
textbook%20rental&cm mmcal=16647092&utm source=Google&utm creative=Rental Gener
al+6061719031&utm medium=cpc&utm campaign=Textbooks- Rental - Exact&iq

Chegg

http://www.chegg.com/?c id=sem&SEM RENTAL&utm source=google&utm medium=cpc&ut
m_term=textbook%20rental&utm campaign=rental&referrer=mDt10Obg3v5&sisearchengine=2&
siproduct=Revised+-+Textbook+Rental+-+RC&clearppc=1&ef id=2530:3:s 8412bf8800c028fe

College Book Renter
http://www.collegebookrenter.com/?keyword=textbook%20rental&@MATCHT YPEsearch&utm ter
m=textbook%20rental&gclid=CPDowumevgMCFRwhnAodiijgcg

Dealoz http://dealoz.com/index.pl?cat=book&section=rent book&catby=&query=

BookRenter http://www.bookrenter.com/

Digital versions cost less

It usually costs less to purchase a digital version, which downloads into your computer or ebook
reader. Some will let you purchase permanently, and others will be for a limited time. Be sure
that you will be comfortable reading a textbook online. Make sure you have the necessary
computer or ebook reading device. Some of these sites also rent physical textbooks.

» Cengage at http://www.cengagebrain.com/shop/index.html?cid=CJ3 will sell chapters as
well as whole books

» Textbooks.com at
http://www.textbooks.com/?utm_medium=Affiliate&utm source=Performics&utm_term=A
ffiliate&PartnerlD=k234277&utm_campaign=k234277&ganmem=[*member_id*]&mcid=X
AF-|30077018k234277-k234277

* CourseSmart (warning: content in online version may not completely match print
version)

http://www.coursesmart.com/?utm campaign=cj affiliate sale&utm medium=affiliate&utm sour
ce=cj&utm content=3601288&utm term=10620613&source=cj

e Zinio at
http://www.zinio.com/browse/category/parent.jsp?navAction=jump&navCount=0&categor
yld=cat2090025

* http://www.ebooks.com/ Not textbooks, but large selection of ebooks




Free textbook sites

These probably are not the textbooks that your prof essor assigned, but may be
equivalent. If so, ask your professor to consider assigning these in the future.

http://www.textbooksfree.org/ Free Textbooks Internet Library: this site has links to all
the other sites, plus links to free courses and news about textbook price issues

http://en.wikibooks.org/w/index.php?title=Special%c3ASearch&search=textbooks
Wikibooks textbooks in many subject areas.

http://www.textbookrevolution.org/index.php/Main_Page Textbook Revolution is a
student-run site dedicated to increasing the use of free educational materials by
teachers and professors. We want to get these materials into classrooms. On this site
you'll find links and reviews of textbooks and select educational resources. Some of the
books are PDF files, others are viewable online as e-books, or some are simply web
sites containing course or multimedia content.

http://www.flatworldknowledge.com/ We are the world's largest publisher of free and
open college textbooks. With our ever-expanding catalog of top quality books by expert
authors, now is your chance to be a hero and help your students save thousands of
dollars. Get started today and join the textbook affordability movement.

http://www.ck12.org/flexr/ Science, technology, engineering, mathematics, US History,
Spelling, Composition textbooks

http://fhsst.org/ high school level science and math textbooks

http://www.openculture.com/free_textbooks 150 free textbooks in various subject areas

http://oerconsortium.org/discipline-specific/ 500 textbooks in various subject areas

http://allpsych.com/onlinetexts.html Free psychology texts online

http://www.onlinedegreediscussion.com/free-online-textbooks/psychology/ More free
online psychology texts

http://www.freetechbooks.com/




This site lists free online computer science, engineering and programming books ,
textbooks and lecture notes , all of which are legally and freely available over the
internet

http://bookboon.com/us/textbooks Download free textbooks online. Bookboon's free
online textbooks for students are focused and to the point. They are all written by highly
respected professors from top universities in the world and cover topics such as
economics, statistics, IT, engineering and natural science.

http://www.gutenberg.org/wiki/Main_Page Not great for textbooks, but download classic
works of literature free

http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/ Online Books Page lists over 1 million free books
on web. Not great for textbooks, but for classic literature and more

Free ebooks and audiobooks:  Most local public libraries offer ebook and audiobooks
through either Overdrive or NetLibrary. Check with your library for availability and
instructions.

Other Options

Free Textbooks offers credit for textbook purchases that might add up to a free
textbook: http://freetextbooks.com/general/howitworksinternet.
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