
Free full-text Books Online 
 

Need more than the 53,000+ primarily non-fiction ac ademic books in the 
Cambridge College Online Library? 

 
Are you looking for literature, poetry, classics, a nd a lot more? 

 
Many public libraries now offer free online books. Check with your local public library 

o If you live in Massachusetts, you can get a Boston Public Library card and 
access their online book collection at 
http://www.bpl.org/electronic/ebook.asp 

o Ask about free online audiobook collections, which many public libraries 
now carry. They download to your MP3 player 

 
There are also public websites that offer free full -text books online, although 
most are older and out of copyright. Check the coll ections at: 
 
Google Books at http://books.google.com is amazing!  

• Be sure to search it for your subject area! 
• Click “Advanced Book Search” and check “Full View Only” to limit the search to 

full-text results 
• “PartialView” can also provide plenty of full-text 

 
Other free online book sites: 
 
 
http://www.makeuseof.com/tag/the-best-6-sites-to-get-free-ebooks/  
 
http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/ 
 
International Children’s Digital Library 
“Digital library of outstanding children's books from around the world and supporting 
communities of children and adults in exploring and using this literature through 
innovative technology designed in close partnership with children for children.” 
http://www.icdlbooks.org/about/mission.shtml 
 
Digital Book Index  provides links to more than 142,000 full-text digital books from 
more than 1800 commercial and non-commercial publishers, universities, and various 
private sites. More than 100,000 of these books, texts, and documents are available 
free, while many others are available at very modest cost. Includes 3500+ children’s 
books. http://www.digitalbookindex.org/about.htm 
 
http://www.gutenberg.net/ 
 
http://etext.virginia.edu/ebooks/ebooklist.html 
 



http://www.archive.org/details/millionbooks 
 
http://www.ipl.org/div/subject/browse/hum60.60.00/ 
 
http://www.literature.org/authors/ 
 
http://www.bibliomania.com/ has both books and study guides 
 
http://www.bartleby.com/ Great books online 
 
http://www.bartleby.com/hc/ Complete Harvard Classics including fiction 
 
http://www.ulib.org 
 
http://www.icdlbooks.org/about/mission.shtml 
 
 
 
If you don’t find the book you need online, please:  

o Go to the HOME page of the Cambridge College Online Library 
o Click WorldCat and use this great database to find the closest local library 

to where you live that has the book you want. If it’s not in your local library, 
ask your local public library to do an Interlibrary Loan 
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