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Using Ebrary Electronic Books 
in the Cambridge College Online Library 

 
There are more than 42,000+ full-text books in all our subject areas in our Ebrary Electronic Books 
collection.  
 
In Ebrary, you can read a full-text book online, and easily highlight in three colors, take notes right 
on the page, and select quotations while reading! Your highlighting, notes, and quotes are all saved 
in a convenient place. Ebrary will even read aloud to you! 
 
Here’s how:  

• From the CCOL HOME page, click Ebrary Electronic Books 
• A screen will ask you to sign in with a username and password based on your Cambridge 

College email account. Just follow the instructions to sign in. (This is how Ebrary 
remembers all the notes and highlighting you did so you can find it again, anytime) 

 
Something to understand:  
Ebrary has two ways you can use it : Quickview and Ebrary Unity Reader 

• Quickview lets you look at the book but you can’t highlight or take notes. Nothing is saved 
• Ebrary Unity Reader lets you highlight, take notes, and saves it all. It also reads aloud 

 
If you just want to look at a book and NOT highligh t or save notes , just enter Ebrary and put 
your search term in the search box. This is the Quickview way to search Ebrary. 
 
If you want to highlight, take notes, and have the book read aloud,  you must first download the 
Ebrary Unity Reader. You only need to do it once in your computer and after that it will always be 
there. Ebrary’s opening screen is not as helpful as it could be, so try this: 
 

• Restart your computer and only open your browser 
• Go to Tools on your browser and delete temporary Internet files or cache and cookies 
• Make sure you have the current version of Java (1.6 or higher) installed. If you need to, 

download Java, go to www.java.com  Restart your computer after downloading Java 
• Go to CCOL and click “Ebrary Electronic Books” 
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• On the Ebrary opening screen (the Info tab), click the “My Settings” link on the top right: 
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• Fill in the “My Settings” page like this, checking three boxes and clicking “Set Preferences” 
last. You are telling it to download the “Ebrary Unity Reader.” 

       

 
 

•  
•  
•  
•  
•  

 
• The next screen should say “Your preferences have been updated.” 
• Put a term into the search box  
• From the results list, click on a title 
• You will probably get a box that says “Starting the Ebrary experience. Please be patient” or 

“The Ebrary Reader is being loaded. Please be patient.” 
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• The Ebrary Unity Reader should open for the book you requested. It looks like this (but with 
the book you requested, not Word 2007). If you don’t see Notes Speech Prefs  tabs  in 
the right column, it isn’t the Ebrary Unity Reader 
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See the yellow boxes? That’s how your notes look when you use the Ebrary Unity Reader.  
It’s just like putting stickie tags on the page. You can easily go to your notes from the list in 
the right column: 
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Ebrary has many great tools. To learn to use them, click Help on the top right of the search 
screen to get these choices: 
 

 
 

 

For help with Ebrary 
 

♦ The ? icon in the Ebrary Unity Reader gives instant help on the features 
♦ Ebrary provides live online training as well as video and Powerpoint tutorials. For current 

info, go to http://www.ebrary.com/corp/training.jsp  Scroll down through the page for the 
video and Powerpoint links 

♦ For tutorials in Spanish and other languages: go to  
http://www.ebrary.com/corp/collateral.jsp 

 
About the APA citation builder in the Ebrary Unity Reader: 

• Click the Preferences tab and set “citation” to APA but please be aware that this is 
incorrect: in APA format, only the first word of a title is capitalized (this is a problem with 
almost all the online APA citation builders, and none of the companies will fix it.) Make sure 
to check and fix all your Ebrary’s APA citations before submitting your paper. 

 
Hints for better searching:   

♦ Always use the Advanced Search and set it so your term is in the title or subject. The Basic 
Search searches for the term anywhere in the 42,000 books, so you will get a lot of 
irrelevant results with Basic Search 
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♦ Try searching for a specific book in Ebrary, but if it isn’t there: also search by subject and 
see if you can find another book that will meet your needs. You may be delighted at what 
you find! Of Ebrary doesn’t have the book you want, use the WorldCat link in CCOL and 
see if a local library in your area has it in print  

♦ Not every book is acceptable for academic research. To check the credibility of a book, 
from the CCOL HOME page click Cambridge Research Resources, then click the link 
Checklist for an Informational Webpage. The same criteria can be applied to books 

♦ There are also public websites that offer free full-text books online, although most are older 
and out of copyright. For links, see the link about free ebooks at 
http://www.cambridgecollege.edu/library/research.cfm 

♦ Don’t “copy and paste” yourself into an accusation of plagiarism! If you save your notes and 
quotes, be careful to cite all quotations, paraphrases, and facts properly in your course 
assignments, using APA style. 
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